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DAY 1 

Luke 15:4-6 (NIV) 
“Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them.  Doesn’t he 
leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds 
it?  And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home.  Then 
he calls his friends and neighbours together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have 
found my lost sheep.” 

The Pharisees and scribes complained about the fact that Jesus was spending 
time with sinners (vs 2).  How Jesus received them and ate with them. How He 
was sociable and favourable to them.


Jesus had to explain to them the importance of people who are lost to God and 
how they should be important to us as people who love God and love His people. 
God would do anything and everything to get the one back, to bring them close to 
Him, to welcome them back into the family. Lost people are of utmost importance 
to God. 


Here’s a question for you, if people from God matter to Him, how much do they 
matter to you? Do we look for opportunities to serve, to be a blessing, to help, to 
talk about and demonstrate the love of Jesus to people who are from Him?


In the coming weeks we have our ‘Love the Borough’ weekend (9th – 11th July).  
Let me encourage you to get involved and show the people around our town that 
we love them because God loves them. Sign up on our website 
londonriversidechurch.com/socialaction.
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DAY 2 

Luke 15:8 (NIV)  
“Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one.  Doesn’t she light a lamp, 
sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it?” 

Love is moved into action; love does not stand still. The women who loses a silver 
coin doesn’t just accept the fact that there’s a coin missing, she doesn’t just sit 
there and wallow in what is lost, no she searches for it. This indicates to us that 
love calls us to do something about the situation. 


This parable shows us that for something that is deemed worth it, the woman 
would search high and low, make sure that there is enough visibility and would find 
it. She was passionate in her pursuit of the coin by moving things around to find it. 
Her priority was that which was lost.


Does this remind you of God in Heaven who would do something for those that are 
lost?  God did the same with us so that we could be in right standing with Him, He 
sent His son Jesus to die on the cross and rise from the dead so that the 
exchange of sin and guilt would be transferred to Jesus and not stay with us.


To God. you and I are more valuable than the coin which was lost.  Let that sink in 
for a second, pause and reflect on that truth.  Let it wash your thoughts and 
actions towards other people. 
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DAY 3 

Luke 15:17 (NIV)  
“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants 
have food to spare, and here I am starving to death!” 

We read from vs 13 - 16 how the younger son went on to enjoy himself, spent all 
his money eating out, partying, buying lavish items, most likely indulging in 
activities that he had no business in, to the point where he ran out of money. Vs 13 
tell us how he ‘wasted his possession with prodigal living’.  This word that is 
ascribed to the son is actually a perfect description of the father.  I believe that the 
son would have seen how his dad conducted himself, prodigal in his generosity, 
prodigal with his possessions and prodigal with his time. This trait or characteristic 
was exampled to him and so he followed suit but lacked the experience and 
discipline to exercise wisdom. 


My question is what are we exampling to our kids, to our friends, work colleagues 
and loved ones?  When it comes to how we conduct ourselves, what we place 
value in, what is of importance to us?  How we treat our faith and our relationship 
with God?


The reason why I believe that this prodigal living was exampled to the son is 
because vs 17 tells us that after spending everything the son ‘came to himself’ and 
remembered what life was like back home. He remembered how his father’s 
servants are well and had food to spare. The reason why they had something to 
spare was because the father would have been spending money freely in order for 
them to eat well so that they were not wanting. This shows us the nature of the 
father:


	 He cares.

	 He went above and beyond. 

	 He was committed.
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Think about it, the father cared enough to ensure that ALL of his workers had food 
to eat. He provided for them so that they didn’t have to bring lunch to work. He 
went above and beyond because there was always more than enough food.  He 
was committed, this wasn’t a one-time deal, this was something that he must have 
continuously done in order for the son to remember. The father was relational, it 
was because of this fact that the son knew he could go home.


Does the love that you display show that you care, that you go above and beyond 
and that you are committed? If not, ask God to help you in the area that is lacking.
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DAY 4 

Luke 15:20 (NKJV)  
“And he arose and came to his father.  But when he was still a great way off, his 
father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him.” 

Having prodigally squandered that inheritance that was so prodigally given to him 
by his father, the younger son, now penniless, is anxious to return home and I love 
the actions and reactions of the father towards the son.


The father saw the son from a distance - he cared.

The father ran towards the son - he went above and beyond.

The father was filled with compassion and embraced the son - he was committed.


The father wanted the son to know that he was there for him even if it cost him his 
dignity.


Does this remind you of anyone who would pay the price even if it cost them 
something?  God did the same with us so that we could be in right standing with 
Him.  He sent His son Jesus to die on the cross and rise from the dead so that the 
exchange of sin and guilt would be transferred to Jesus and not stay with us.


We are told in Colossians 3:13 (NIV) to:

“Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against 
someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.” 

Forgiveness is love in action. Forgiveness means to not keep records of 
wrongdoing. Not going back to the well and beating the same drum, but if the 
offence takes place, having a heart that says, I’ll forgive you.  It’s on you to stop 
feeling angry or resentful towards someone for an offence, flaw, or mistake that 
they have made.


Are there people in your world that need to be forgiven?  Do you find it hard to do 
so?  Ask God to soften your heart.
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DAY 5 

Luke 15:31-32 (NIV) 
“‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours.  
But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and 
is alive again; he was lost and is found.’” 

The eldest son is not happy at this point and makes his grievances known to the 
father. He didn’t want to take part in the celebration and did not go inside and was 
angry that his father was prodigal in his reactions and actions towards his brother. 
In fact, the eldest almost disowns his brother and when speaking to his father says 
‘this son of yours’ (vs 30). 


Due to the fact that the eldest son would not go into the party, the father went to 
him. Understand that the father, being the host, is breaking all kinds of social 
norms by leaving his house and the party early in full view of everyone.  What 
makes it worse is now in public the eldest is criticising the father, the authoritative 
leader of the family, this act alone would have been viewed as disrespectful and 
dishonouring, bordering on humiliating by those listening to Jesus. The father then 
reminds him of why there is a celebration and that he has not lost anything in 
terms of his own inheritance.


The words of the father are not harsh but rather they are caring and 
compassionate.


Proverbs 16:24 (NIV) 
“Gracious words are a honeycomb, sweet to the soul and healing to the bones.” 

We need to be truthful but full of grace with our words. Compassionate speech is 
love in action. 
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