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DAY 1 - PEOPLE NEED TO SEE JESUS. 

1 John 2:23 (ESV) 
No one who denies the Son has the Father. Whoever confesses the Son has the 
Father also. 

For us to get to the moon we need a rocket ship to get there. In the same way to 
get to the Father people need to see Jesus first. Before they come into a 
relationship with the Father, they need to understand that a real relationship with 
Jesus is possible. 


It’s up to us as Christians to ensure that this happens. We must demonstrate the 
true Jesus to the world. 


In Mark 16:15-18, Jesus gives us the great commission: To go into all the world 
and preach the gospel to every creature. It creates the idea that no one is to be 
excluded from hearing, not on race, colour, age, gender, sexual orientation or 
anything in between. What does that look like for us in our day and age?


Here’s another question for you and me to answer: Does my life shout the gospel? 
Let me encourage you as the week starts, remember for yourself why you love 
Jesus, focus on who He is to you, what He has done for you. That same feeling 
should not be contained to yourself but shown to everyone around you. Ask God 
for opportunities to demonstrate His love to those around you.


God help me live a life that examples Your grace, mercy and love. 
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DAY 2 - THE REAL JESUS  

1 John 3:5:8b (NKJV) 
And you know that He was manifested to take away our sins, and in Him there is no 
sin.  …For this purpose, the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the 
works of the devil. 

This is what Jesus does:

1. Takes away our sin

2. Destroys the works of the devil


This is fantastic news for us and for those that we care about! It means that there 
is no sin too big, no past too shameful, no mistake too bad that Jesus can’t take 
away! It shows us that Jesus is:


1. Capable & willing - we just need to go to Him

2. Has the authority - we simple need Him to wield it 

3. Powerful - Jesus is stronger than our sin and the works of the devil 

combined and then some 


Jesus can accomplish the impossible in our lives! I don’t know about you, but this 
excites me as it encourages us to believe for those who seem too far gone in the 
eyes of society. It means that those on the outskirts have hope, those who are 
wading in their pain and anguish have hope, those who are longing for a better life 
have hope! Hope is given because Jesus is in the situation! 


God, I thank you that You are capable and willing, that You have the authority and 
power to takeaway my sin. Help me where I fall short and give me the strength to 
be all that I am supposed to be.
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DAY 3 - ACTIONS   

1 John 3:18 (NIV) 
Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth. 

Since early 2020 the world has not been the same. Facemasks, lockdowns, fear of 
COVID (and its ramifications), loved ones passing away, being worried about 
finances and shielding. What I have noticed is that there are those in our 
communities that need our deeds, they need actions because they are vulnerable 
and lonely. 


I love that the church is not designed to be a navel gazing club, it’s meant to go 
out and be the hands and feet of Jesus to our community that so desperately need 
Him. One of the ways that we are doing this over the Christmas period is called 
‘The Big Christmas Giveaway’ - it is our annual time where we join together as a 
church and give to those in need.


The Christmas Hampers will be given to those who are vulnerable and needy in our 
town.

The Kids Christmas Gift Bag will be given to babies/kids/young people in our local 
hostels.


I love that we don’t have to, but that we get to do something for people where they 
can see that God is providing, that He does care and that He sees them. 


Why not get involved.  Details can be found on our website: 
www.londonriversidechurch.com/socialaction. You can either donate the contents 
of the hampers/gift bags or you can donate finances to make it a possibility. 


God I am grateful that I get to partner with You to display Your love
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DAY 4 - LOVE FROM GOD    

1 John 4:10 (NKJV) 
In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be 
the propitiation for our sins. 

Propitiate: Win or regain the favour of someone by doing something that pleases 
them.


God loves us enough that He would send Jesus to overcome the distrust and 
hostility that raged between Himself and mankind. It was not because we acted 
first, but rather it was all the decision and action that God made and executed. 
Even when it was clear to Him that we were not interested, God still went ahead 
with it. 


Being a parent gives you a bit of an indication of sacrificing things for your 
children. They might not understand yet, that might not even appreciate it yet, but 
you do it anyway, why? Because you love your children and will do anything for 
them to succeed. It’s the same with God and us. He loved us before we were even 
born and so designed a way for us to have a relationship with Him. If that is not 
forward thinking and planning, I don’t know what is!


God, I thank you that You love me. Allow me to rest in that knowledge I pray.
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DAY 5 - LOVE FROM GOD   

1 John 4:19 (NKJV) 
We love Him because He first loved us. 

John is constantly reminding us that the reason why we are able to love God is not 
because of us and what we have done or accomplished but simply because God 
loved us first (1 John 4:10).


I think this would be a great opportunity for us to sit down and reflect on how good 
God is, that you in this moment have accepted the love of God. That you can 
appreciate it, relish in it and find peace in it. 


Get a stopwatch out and sit for five minutes where you reflect on what the love of 
God has done in your life.


God, thank you for loving me first, for exampling what true love is. Give me more 
stealth to love like how You love me. 
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