MARTIN SMITH

Over the next days we are just going to take some encouragement and lessons from one
particular account in the Bible. It comes when Jesus met with the disciples after He had
been resurrected from the dead. We can read it in John 21:1-10:
“Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee. It happened this
way: Simon Peter, Thomas (also known as Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the
sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. ‘I’m going out to sh,’ Simon Peter
told them, and they said, ‘We’ll go with you.’ So, they went out and got into the boat, but
that night they caught nothing.
Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realise that it was
Jesus.
He called out to them, ‘Friends, haven’t you any sh?’
‘No,’ they answered.
He said, ‘Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will nd some.’ When they
did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of sh.
Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, ‘It is the Lord!’ As soon as Simon Peter
heard him say, ‘It is the Lord,’ he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it
o ) and jumped into the water. The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of
sh, for they were not far from shore, about a hundred yards. When they landed, they saw a
re of burning coals there with sh on it, and some bread.
Jesus said to them, ‘Bring some of the sh you have just caught.’ So, Simon Peter climbed
back into the boat and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large sh, 153, but even with so
many the net was not torn.”
Today I want to focus on verse 3 – “I’m going out to sh,” Simon Peter told them, and they
said, “We’ll go with you.” So, they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught
nothing.”
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DAY 1

The question I want to ask you is have you ever caught nothing? Have you ever been
involved in something or worked at something but saw limited or no results? This can be a
hard pill to swallow and there can be many reasons. I think from this story we can pick out a
few insights.
Peter had gone out to sh, and we know that he had been a sherman by trade. But we
also know that after Peter and the others rst encountered Jesus it says in Luke 5:
“Don’t be afraid; from now on you will sh for people. So, they pulled their boats up on
shore, left everything and followed him.”
There is nothing wrong with shing but for Peter it was a step back. Jesus had already
moved him on and had given evidence throughout His ministry that He could look after him.
Peter’s focus was now to be on catching people and God will look after the rest. If Peter
had caught a huge catch he may have missed the message! So not catching was a sign to
Peter.
I wonder, in our situations, if there are things we are involved with that are perhaps a step
back from where we feel God would like us to be. Has He spoken to us about taking a step
or living a bit more “on the edge”? The Bible is full of promises and encouragements from
God that He can look after us. So, is your lack a sign that you may just need to trust Him
more? God knows we can’t do everything and nor should we. Let’s aim to focus and have
faith to live out our primary calling. Amen!
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DAY 2
Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realise that it was
Jesus. He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any sh?
I can almost hear the Lord laughing here! He knows they haven’t caught anything! But the
point is He was watching. We must never depart from this truth – whether we realise it or
not – whether we are proud of what we are doing or not God is always watching!
This could be concerning except for the fact that that He is doing it as a loving parent with
the best of motives. God sees us!
God is always looking to move us on, however. By asking the question, “haven’t you caught
anything?”, Jesus was making the disciples assess and acknowledge their situation. What
about us? Are we able to make an honest and real assessment of any issue we may be
facing? If something has not happened or something is going wrong can we stop and ask
the relevant questions as to why?
I don’t know what you are facing at the moment – what challenges, successes or problems,
but I do know that it is always possible to take a “time-out” and think things through. What
is not going well? What may God be saying to me in this? What might my next actions be to
align with God’s plan?
These are important questions and I pray that God will help you come to life-a rming and
God-glorifying answers.
I challenge you to do this now – or set aside a time when you can. Thirty minutes to think
through every situation that is concerning you. O er it to God and wait to hear His gentle
whisper.
God bless you as you do this.
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DAY 3
“No,” they answered.
He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will nd some.” When they
did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of sh.
Jesus gives an amazing instruction here! Despite the reality that Peter may have slightly
missed the mark and is not living in God’s best He does not chastise him. In fact, Jesus
does the opposite – He blesses him with a huge catch!
Let us remind ourselves that “there is no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus” (Rom 8:1)
and it is “God’s kindness that leads us to repentance” (Rom 2:4). Jesus also knows just how
to speak to us. He had given Peter the same instruction in Luke Chapter 5. What better way
to speak to a sherman than through his shing exploits. It is the same for you and me. God
will speak to us through a medium that we understand. He knows us intricately because He
made us and knows just how to communicate so that our ears prick up.
So, God shows grace here – just gently guiding back onto the chosen path. It is very
interesting, however, that success in this instance was not a guarantee that Peter was
getting it right! So just because something is going well does not necessarily mean it is
God’s best. Miracles, therefore, are there to signpost who God is rather than a means of
guidance. We must work a bit harder to listen to His voice to discern where He is leading us.
But one way this account does di er from that in Luke 5 is that Peter does not question
Jesus’ instruction. Peter’s perception of Jesus as Lord had just risen slightly higher than his
own experience, opinion and will. In fact, as soon as he realised it was Jesus his attention
changed from being on the sh and the catch to being on Jesus. At this point Peter was
getting back on track.
How about you and me? Are we looking at circumstances, whether good or bad, and
neglecting to look at the Lord of those circumstances? It is easy to do.
Let’s make a distinct and positive e ort, as Peter did, to look for Jesus and move towards
Him. All things become more safe and secure when we do this.
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The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of sh, for they were not far from
shore, about a hundred yards. When they landed, they saw a re of burning coals there with
sh on it, and some bread.
Are you the one towing the sh or are you the one with Jesus? Like the story of Martha and
Mary in Luke 10, Peter could be accused, as Mary was, of neglecting legitimate duties. The
point, however, is clear – that Jesus has to come rst! There are many opportunities to carry
out our work and getting Jesus rst will actually help us do the work better, but the main
thing must be the main thing! Jesus is the source of all our strength, hope, love, peace and
mercy and only by putting Him rst does the rest of our life go better.
Then the crazy thing! The issue that the disciples had been working so hard for had already
been taken care of. Breakfast was cooking! How many times are we tempted not to believe
the promises of God? God cannot break a promise. He promises to look after us, care for
us and provide for us. Let’s live in His best by believing Him.
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DAY 4

DAY 5
Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the sh you have just caught.” So, Simon Peter climbed
back into the boat and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large sh, 153, but even with so
many the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the
disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord.
What we see here is a great picture of the disciples eating with Jesus. There is provision all
around them and the story makes it clear that this was a substantial number of sh and that
they were “large”. The sh, however, were not the focus of attention.
Eating together has signi cance both in biblical and middle eastern tradition. It indicates
unity, hospitality, friendship and honour. Before Jesus died, He called His disciples “friends”,
and this is truly a picture of this. Perhaps in our western culture we would say there were no
“airs and graces”. Can we grasp that we are invited to sit down with Jesus and enjoy a meal
together? We are to come as we are and can experience His acceptance of us and the
honour He gives to us.
Let’s not be tempted to focus on the sh – the provision God has given us but let us focus
on the giver. We have every opportunity and right to sit down at the table with Jesus. All He
has He shares with us, and He calls us His friend.
God bless you as you do this.
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