ADE AYOKO

DAY 1 - FAMOUS LAST WORDS
SCRIPTURE
•

LUKE 23:32-43

DEVOTIONAL
Have you ever heard Julius Caesar’s last words mentioned in a play or movie? We all know
that they’re ‘et tu, Brute?’, don’t we? Well, we’d all be wrong because according to ancient
historians Caesar’s last words were ‘kai su, technon’, translated ‘you too, my child’. The
reason we think it is ‘et tu, Brute?’ is because in 1895 a playwright by the name of William
Shakespeare penned these words in his play Julius Caesar and yet, despite them being
incorrect, we still quote them today. Why? Because we have a fascination in people’s last
words and often, those words are what truly reveal a person’s character.
It is some of Jesus’ famous last words that we are going to focus on for the next week,
speci cally what Jesus said about the soldiers, Pharisees and the criminals cruci ed with
Him as He hung on the cross. From the words He speaks, Jesus clearly reveals His heart
towards the people who were present that day and the rest of humanity.
Ultimately, the heart of Jesus towards us is unconditional love. It does not matter your age
or stage, it does not matter what you have done or have not done, it does not matter how
much money you have in the bank or how deserving of love you think you are. What we are
taught in scripture and what we can know to be true is that Jesus’ heart towards us is love.
As we look at Jesus’ last words over this week, you will learn what His unconditional love
does in our lives.
PRAYER
Dear Lord, thank you for dying on the cross for me and everyone else in the world. Thank
you that You have and continue to show me unconditional love. As I learn what Your love
does in my life, I pray that I would get to know You more personally and more deeply.
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DAY 2 - FORGIVENESS
SCRIPTURE
•

LUKE 23:32-35

•

ISAIAH 53:12

•

HEBREWS 7:25

DEVOTIONAL
Can you remember a time when someone was mean to you and all you wanted to do was
say something mean back? It can be so di cult to ignore that instinct and say nothing
instead, and if you were being honest right now, you’d admit that you weren’t always able to
do that. Jesus did.
He had walked approximately 600 meters from Pilate’s house to Calvary while carrying a
cross that weighed about 45kgs (100 pounds) on His back; He had possibly been ogged
39 times by a cat of nine tails, been jeered, mocked and laughed at, and yet His rst
statement was “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they’re doing”. Would you
have been able to ignore the need to strike out and say what Jesus said? It was because of
Jesus’ love for humanity that the rst words He spoke were words that o ered forgiveness
and petitioned God the Father on their behalf. Jesus didn’t just forgive the soldiers, He also
interceded for them.
If you had a sibling or close cousins or friends growing up, you might remember moments
when you or your sibling would get into trouble and be headed for punishment. Suddenly,
the other person starts talking the adults down, calming them and explaining why you didn’t
deserve punishment. In the same way they interceded for your forgiveness, Jesus was
interceding at Calvary for the forgiveness of the people. Even more, He is currently seated at
the right hand of the Father, interceding for our forgiveness every day. No matter what
you’ve done or said, how you may have hurt others or yourself, how you might not be
meeting the standard of right living set by God, Jesus loves you and is interceding before
the Father, asking for forgiveness for you. Because Jesus loves us, He o ers us forgiveness,
and all we have to do is receive it.
PRAYER
Jesus, thank you for interceding on my behalf each and every day. I know that I can’t ever
fully meet Your standard, but I promise I will try my best. I humbly and gratefully ask for and
accept Your forgiveness for the things I have done and will do.
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DAY 3 - SALVATION
SCRIPTURE
•

LUKE 23:40-43

•

ACTS 4:12

•

JOHN 3:16

•

ROMANS 10:9-10

DEVOTIONAL
Jesus’s unconditional love does not just o er us forgiveness, but it also o ers us salvation.
Have you ever been in a situation where someone has taken the blame for you? Maybe you
broke something expensive as a kid and your sibling took the blame, or your friend paid
your ne after you were caught speeding. How incredibly humbling and shocking is that
kind of generosity? Have you considered that Jesus did exactly that?
While He and two criminals were being cruci ed, Jesus responded to the cry of one of them
and said that he would join Jesus in heaven. We don’t know which criminal it was or what
his crimes were, but what we do know is that this particular criminal had heard the words of
forgiveness Jesus o ered to those who persecuted Him and was moved by the love that he
had witnessed. This man had a moment of revelation that Jesus was indeed the Son of God
and that Jesus did not deserve to be on the cross.
With this in mind, he asked ‘Jesus to remember him when he comes into his Kingdom’.
Jesus responds with love; He did not look down on the criminal because of his past, instead
Jesus engages with him, o ers him the hand of fellowship and says, “Today you will be with
me in paradise”. In other words, Jesus o ered him salvation and a secure eternity. All of this
was born out of the love Jesus had for the man, the concern for his soul, the desire to have
an eternal relationship with him.
Because Jesus loves us, He o ers us salvation. We don’t deserve it and we could never
earn it, which is what makes it so humbling and surprising, but it is because He loves us
and cares for us that Jesus took the punishment we were due and o ers us salvation
instead. The love of God through Jesus o ers us salvation.
PRAYER
Thank you Jesus for bearing my punishment for my sins. I can never hope to deserve the
love and gift You have given me in this, but I will always strive to. Thank you for forgiving
me, loving me and o ering me grace no matter what.
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DAY 4 - SAVED & RESCUED
SCRIPTURE
•

LUKE 23:39-43

•

ISAIAH 53:12

DEVOTIONAL
As Jesus o ered forgiveness and salvation to those persecuting Him and was numbered
among the rebels, one of them cried out to Him.
How many times have you cried out to God for help or comfort, knowing full well you didn’t
deserve it? Historically, criminals were cruci ed for particularly heinous crimes as it was a
brutal and humiliating way to die. So, we can surmise that the criminals that died alongside
Jesus de nitely did not deserve to be forgiven or saved. And yet, one of them cried out to
Jesus. He cried out in faith. He cried out believing that Jesus was actually who He said He
was; he cried out believing that Jesus was the Messiah, the Saviour of the world. He cried
out believing that Jesus could indeed o er him salvation. If we are going to partake in the
salvation that Jesus o ers, we need to cry out to Him in faith.
Not only did the criminal cry out in faith, he cried out in humility. He cried out not thinking
highly of himself, knowing that he was powerless to change his future and knowing that he
needed Jesus’ help. We need to do the same if we are going to receive and obtain the
salvation and forgiveness that comes from Jesus; we need to cry out to Him in humility.
Jesus loves us, and because He loves us, He extends salvation to us. The word ‘salvation’
in the original Greek – ‘Soteria’– simply means “to save or rescue” and it is used in the Bible
for a variety of things. Such as, salvation from sin, to deliverance and protection, to
prosperity and preservation. That is what Jesus is o ering us; a life where we are ‘saved
and rescued’ and to receive and accept it, all we have to do is cry out to Him in faith and
humility.
PRAYER
Jesus, thank you for hearing me when I cry out to You. I come before You in humility and
faith that You hear me, You understand and You are going to move in my life. I pray You
would breathe new life into every area of my life and always be with me.
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DAY 5 - LOVE UNCONDITIONAL
SCRIPTURE
•

LUKE 23:32-43

•

LUKE 6:45 (NKJV)

DEVOTIONAL
Jesus’ famous last words convey two key messages to us. First, that Jesus’, and by
extension the Father’s heart towards us, is one of forgiveness, understanding and love.
Secondly, that salvation is a gift, freely given to anyone who asks whether they deserve it or
not. If nothing else is ever understood, seen or experienced through the Word of God, it
should be these. Why are these two things so important? Because as Luke 6:45 tells us, out
of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks. Jesus’ love for us is so abundant that
even as He died one of the most painful deaths imaginable, He still o ered unconditional
love. Even more, rather than save Himself, He chose to remain and su er so that we could
experience salvation and meet with Him every day.
The heart of Jesus towards us is unconditional love and without it, we could never
experience forgiveness or salvation no matter how loudly we cried out. But because He
loves us, He o ers us salvation from eternity without Him and will always be in the business
of saving and rescuing us. His last words spoke of His heart towards us, and it is a heart of
love.
PRAYER
Lord, thank you. Thank you for loving me, for forgiving me, for saving me. Thank you for
hearing my cries and answering my calls, for understanding and o ering grace, and for
dying on the cross for me. I regret the pain You experienced but I am exceedingly grateful
that You bore it so that we could be together. Thank you.
FINAL PRAYER
Today, I decree that I am forgiven; I decree that I am saved; I decree that I am loved
unconditionally; I decree that God sees me and hears my cries; I decree that God is God
above all and Lord of my life. I decree that as God o ers me forgiveness, grace and love, I
too will o er these things to the people around me. I decree and declare all this in Jesus’
name. Amen.
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